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	Revenue
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The State needs additional revenue generation in order to maintain crucial State services.  Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality (NOBLE) advocates revenue generation in any of the following ways:

a. Tax loopholes, which each year adds up to almost $9 billion, should each be closely reviewed under HB9.  Findings should be discussed in public hearing to encourage maximum citizen participation.

b. We cannot have a reduction in income tax rates.  We should reinstate the 7.5% tax rate for income over $210,000.

c. Re-establish the Corporate Franchise Tax, and strengthen corporate taxes to restore balance between individuals/families and corporations.

d. The State should increase its severance tax on oil & gas companies so that it is comparable to neighboring states.

e. All senior homeowners who make less than $50,000 a year should be eligible for the Homestead Exemption.

f. The State should reestablish the Estate Tax.
g. Restore the Property Tax Rollback of 12.5%


	Housing
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The State provide an additional $15 million per year to the Housing Trust Fund from the General Revenue Fund (GRF) so that it will continue to support affordable, accessible housing.

2. The State should create a department that aids and assists communities to address foreclosure prevention.
3. Funding to provide additional housing inspectors to ensure lead compliance in residential homes and wheelchair accessibility of commercial buildings.


	Transportation
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Invest at least 10% of its transportation budget in public transit and related alternatives.

2. Transportation for people with disabilities must be maintained so that these individuals can be productive, independent members of society.

3. Provide employers with incentives or a tax break that offer and encourage their employees to ride public transportation to and from work.

4. Develop a pilot program that examines the ability to make public transit systems more regional systems.


	Local Government Fund
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Increase the Local Government Fund to 2010 levels to adequately fund police, fire, EMS, sanitation and other services at the City and County level.

2. Provide monies earmarked to provide adequate funding for the reopening of needed emergency shelters.

3. Create or increases taxes on publicly funded sports arenas to fund a grant program that would allow for community service and non -profits to rehabilitate abandoned buildings for community use. 
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Health and Human Services

A.  Access to services
1. Provide adequate resources to Counties for sufficient staff to handle increased demand and prevent delays and obstacles to service.

2. State uses the total amount of Federal dollars allocated to allow Counties to reduce caseload sizes of caseworkers.




	Health and Human Services
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B.  Child Care

1. Full restoration of per diem rates (reimbursement) for child care providers of eligible families.

2. Reimbursement rates should be based on the 2016 market rate survey, which updates county designations. Funding should ensure that as programs reach the highest tiers of Step Up To Quality ratings, their reimbursement rates are no less than the 75th market percentile.

3. Eligibility should be returned to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level and eligibility be maintained for one full year after it has been established to assure stability and continuous educational programming for children (kinder garden readiness) can be maintained when their parents are in between jobs or when mothers go on maternity leave.

4. Retain child care layering by which pre-school centers are able to receive both federal and state funding without loss of state funding.



	C.  Kinship Care/Foster Care
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Fully fund the Kinship Navigator Program budget for all counties.

2. For children aging out of the foster care system, increase State funding to Counties for the support and development of independent living, education, housing, and training programs.

3. Kinship care providers must receive allowances to meet the needs of providing care for the children in their care. This includes food, shelter, transportation, child care, and other necessities.

4. Disregard adults' income when calculating food stamp eligibility for kinship care families.

5. Increase the annual monthly per capita by the amount of the annual Social Security cost of living adjustment (COLA).

6.  Financial payments are made available throughout the placement period of our grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or siblings.


	D.  Care for Older Populations and People with Disabilities
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Increase the current funding formula for all community based Offices on Aging and Senior Centers by 3%.

2. Funding for Adult Protective Services should be maintained and/or increased to $10 million for each year of the Biennium Budget.  Current need is between $11.5 and 18.4 million per year.

3. Maintain and/or increase the Alzheimer's Respite line item which provides an average of $200 per month to help caregivers.

4. Home care service should be given at minimum a Cost of Living Adjustment increase of 3%.

5. Fund the Community Service line item to match money provided by the Older Americans Act line item.

People with Disabilities

[image: image12.jpg]



6. Invest in Independent Living and Vocational rehabilitation programs. Increase General Revenue Fund to draw down the full available Federal match.

7. Invest in community organizations to support employer’s capacity to create more inclusive workplaces by hiring people with disabilities. 

8. Invest in community organizations to assist state agencies in achieving their collaborative goals that were identified in the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.

9. Invest in community organizations that provide benefits navigation and assistance in accessing Health Care.

10. Support increased funding for HCBS (Home and Community Based Services) Waivers by:

a. Increasing rates in Balancing Incentive Payment Programs.

b. Invest in communities and collaborative efforts to build capacity or organization to deliver aging and disability resource center and supports.



	E.  Health Care and Medicaid
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1. Medicaid Expansion should be maintained at 138% of the Federal Poverty Level without qualifications.

2. Improve reimbursement rates for Primary Care Physicians.

3. Maintain funding for the Ohio Free Clinics and 2015 Platform and Federally Qualified Health Centers.
4. Maintain services and funding for traditional Medicaid.

5. Support a feasibility and economic impact study on the methods of providing universal health care.




	F. Cash Assistance
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1. Extend Cash Assistance to 5 years as allowed by existing Federal law from 3 years.

2. Restore the Family Violence Option.

3. Provide funding and fully implement the Ohio Work Incentive Program and other work support programs.

4. End the forced sanctioning directive.

5. Increase funding to county’s ODJFS to handle the increase in caseloads.


	G.  Food Assistance
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1. Ohio should fully participate in waiver programs so that food stamps are available for all non- senior adults without minor children who meet the income requirements.

2. Support Ohio Association of Foodbanks request for $60 million ($30 million each year) to continue the grant agreement for the Ohio Food Program and Agricultural Clearance Program (OFPACP).  The State funding directs food supplies to millions of Ohioans through the State's network of 12 Feeding America food banks and more than 3,300 food pantries and soup kitchens including purchased surplus or unmarketable products from Ohio farmers


	Education
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1. K-12 education should avoid cutbacks that jeopardize the quality of the school system (keeping in mind the DeRolph decision) and that put additional financial pressure on local school districts.

2. Proceeds from the State Lottery are by law designated to K-12 public education.  These dollars must be in addition to the budget proposed by the 2017 Platform 

3. Charter schools should return monies on a prorated basis if any student returns to a public school during the school year.

4. All schools whether be Charter or Public be held to the same academic standards. 

5. Art, music, school nurses and physical education should be mandated in all Ohio K-12 schools.

6. Tuition rates for state funded schools should be frozen at a rate no higher than 2% for the duration of the budget.

7. The State Legislature should establish an open bipartisan panel to restructure funding for higher education and work to avoid an unequal burden on families so that a college degree is accessible to those of moderate income.  We further encourage the Legislature to research what is working elsewhere and bring those ideas which work to Ohio
Alcohol & Other Drugs/Mental Health Services

 
1. Crisis Services: Funding for 6 collaborative 16 bed centers at a cost of $1 million per year for expanded capacity.

2. Residential Detox: Funding for 6 to 9 collaborative 16 bed centers at a cost of $1 million per year for expanded capacity.
                             3.  Local Detox/Acute Addiction Services: Funding for individual board areas                                

                                     to be utilized for withdrawal management and acute treatment addiction 
                                         services to expand access and capacity and to meet continuum of care
                                         requirements.  Funding to be allocated on a modified per capita based on
                                         population and overdose deaths.       


Legislative Leadership
Ohio House of Representatives

Speaker of the House – Clifford A. Rosenberger – 614-466-3506
Speaker Pro Tempore – Kirk Schuring – 614-752-2438
Majority Floor Leader – Dorothy Pelanda – 614-466-8147
Assistant Majority Floor Leader – Sarah LaTourette 614-644-5088
Minority Leader – Fred Strahorn - 614-466-1607
Assistant Minority Leader – Nicholas J. Celebrezze -614-466-3485
Minority Whip – Nickie J. Antonio - 614-466-5921
Assistant Minority Whip – Emilia Strong Sykes - 614-466-3100
Ohio Senate
Senate President – Larry Obhof – 614-466-7505

President Pro Tempore – Bob Peterson – 614-466-8156

Majority Floor Leader – Randy Gardner – 614-466-8060

Majority Whip – Gayle Manning – 614-644-7613

Minority Leader – Joe Schiavoni – 614-466-8285

Assistant Minority Leader – Charleta B. Tavares – 614-466-5131
Minority Whip – Edna Brown – 614-466-5204

Assistant Minority Whip – Cecil Thomas – 614-466-5980

NOBLE Committee Leads

Education, Transportation, Local Govt. – Byron Solomon - 216-651-2606

Health & Mental Health – Gloria Aron – 216-631-6581

Kinship, Child & Foster Care, and Disabilities – Larry Bresler – 216-651-2606
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