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Revenue

1. The State Earned Income Tax Credit should be made refundable, the cap should be eliminated, and amounts should be increased to 20% of the federal credit.
2. The state needs additional revenue generation for the purpose of maintaining crucial state services.  Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality (NOBLE) advocates revenue generation in any of the following ways:
· The LLC Loophole should be eliminated.  Other tax loopholes, which each year add up to another $8 billion, should each be reexamined and closed if necessary.  Findings should be discussed in public hearings to encourage maximum citizen participation.
· There should be no reduction in income tax rates.  We should reinstate the 7.5% tax rate for income over $217,400.  
· There should be a re-establishment of the Corporate Franchise Tax; corporate taxes should be strengthened to restore balance between individuals/families and corporations.

· The state should increase its severance tax on oil & gas companies so that it is comparable to other major producing states.
· All senior homeowners who make less than $50,000 a year should be eligible for the Homestead Exemption.

· The state should reestablish the Estate Tax.
· There should be a restoration of the Property Tax Rollback of 12.5%
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Housing
1. The state should provide an additional $20 million per year to the Housing Trust Fund from the General Revenue Fund (GRF) so that it will continue to support affordable, accessible housing.
2. The state should create a department that aids and assists communities to address foreclosure and its prevention.
3. The state should dedicate additional resources to making Ohio homes more lead safe.
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Transportation
1. Alternative funding sources should be created to address the millions of dollars lost with the removal of the Managed Care Organization Sales Tax (MCO).
2. $150 million a year should be invested in public transit and related alternatives.
3. Transportation for people with disabilities must be maintained so that these individuals can be productive, independent members of society.
4. Incentives or tax breaks should be provided to employers who encourage their employees to ride public transportation to and from work. 
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Local Government Fund

Increase the Local Government Fund to 2010 levels to adequately fund police, fire, EMS, sanitation and other services at the City and County level.
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Health and Human Services

The State should use TANF surplus funds for:

1. Reducing the number of cases per caseworker 
2. Operating a fully functional Ohio Benefits Program

3. An increase in cash assistance to all eligible households by $100/month

4. To resolve housing crises and prevent long-term homelessness the state should allocate $20 million over a two-year period to create the Homeless Families Assistance Program 

Additionally, Ohio lawmakers should reverse the mandate that counties individually bear the risk of federal penalty if they do not meet federal TANF work requirement ratios because of the regional disparity in economic conditions across the state.  Instead, the state should balance the work requirement ratio on a statewide basis, and take responsibility for it, lifting the threat of penalty from the counties. 

A.  Child Care
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There should be a full restoration of per diem reimbursement rates for child care providers of eligible families.
2. Eligibility for childcare assistance should be returned to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level and it should be maintained for one full year after it has been established to assure stability and continuous educational programming for children (kindergarten readiness).  The service should be maintained when parents are in between jobs or when mothers go on maternity leave.
B.  Kinship Care/Foster Care

1. The state should pass and fully fund the Kinship Navigator Program budget for all counties.

2. State funding should be increased to counties for the support and development of children aging out of the foster care system.  This support could be utilized for support and development of independent living, education, housing and training programs.
3. Kinship care providers should receive allowances to meet the needs of providing care for the children in their care; this includes food, shelter, transportation, child care, and other necessities.

4. The annual monthly per capita should be increased by the amount of the annual Social Security cost of living adjustment (COLA).

[image: image9.jpg]


C.  Care for Older Populations and People with Disabilities
1. The state should create a match that draws down the max amount of dollars from the Older Americans Act in order to strengthen community based senior centers by increasing money allocations to local area offices on aging.
2. Funding for Adult Protective Services should be increased to $22.75 million for each year of the Biennium Budget.  

3. The Alzheimer’s respite line item should be maintained and/or increased, it currently provides an average of $200 per month to help caregivers. 
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The state should make investments in independent living and vocational rehabilitation. This could be accomplished by increasing the General Revenue Fund to draw down the full available match.

5. Various care services should be given at minimum a Cost of Living increase to 3%.
6. The Community Service Line should be funded to match money provided by the Older Americans Act line item.
D.  Health Care and Medicaid

1. Medicaid Expansion should be maintained at 138% of the Federal Poverty Level without qualifications.
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Reimbursement rates for Primary Care Physicians should be improved.

3. Funding should be maintained for Ohio Free Clinics and federally qualified health centers.
4. Services and funding should be maintained for traditional Medicaid, excluding any mandatory work requirements.
5. There should be a feasibility and economic impact study on the methods of providing universal healthcare.
6. The state should provide funding to address social detriments of health and for the prevention of infant mortality.

7. There should be a way to ensure that the necessary state funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is appropriated.

8. Utilizing the Ohio Department of Health and Ohio Department of Medicaid’s lead hazard abatement model, the state should create a Primary Prevention of Child Lead Poisoning competitive grant program with $29 million in SCHIP funding ($9 million in current funding + $20 million in new funding).
9. Access should be increased to effective lead screening and testing, the state should develop a quality improvement program targeting pediatricians in high risk communities, this would allow for in office screening and referals. 
10. The state should strengthen the enforcement of current lead inspection laws with $3 million in annual General Revenue Fund investment for the Ohio Department of Health to support lead investigations, case management and nursing.

E.  Cash Assistance
1. Cash assistance should be extended to 5 years allowed by existing Federal law from 3 years.
2. The family violence option should be restored as a reason for extending cash assistance from 3 years to 5 years.

3. Regarding exemptions, the state should create uniform procedures and training to reduce inconsistencies.  

4. There should be funding provided to implement the Ohio Work Incentive Program and other work support programs.

5. Funding should be increased to county departments of Job and Family Services to handle the increase in caseloads and to adequately provide services to consumers.
F.  Food Assistance 
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The state should support The Ohio Association of Foodbanks request for $60 million ($30 million each year) from existing federal and state dollars, that will allow Ohio to comprehensively address hunger, by funding the following programs, The Ohio Food Program and Agricultural Clearance Program (OFPACP), The Ohio Agricultural Clearance Program, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) outreach; the creation of innovative programs for Ohio’s hungry children and A summer farmers’ market program targeting families with children.

2. The state should maintain no work requirements for the maximum number of counties where federal rules apply for food stamps.
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Education
1. Public education should be affordable and well-funded, funding should be in line with the DeRolph decision.

2. Proceeds from the State Lottery should be utilized in addition to state funds to offer support for K-12 public education.  

3. Charter schools should return monies on a prorated basis if any student returns to a public school during the school year.

4. All schools whether Charter or Public should be held to the same academic standards. 

5. Art, music, school nurses and physical education should be mandated in all Ohio K-12 schools.

6. Tuition increases for state funded college/higher education should be frozen at a rate no higher than 2% for the duration of the budget.
7. The State Legislature should establish an open bipartisan panel to restructure funding for higher education and work to avoid an unequal burden on families so that a college degree is accessible to those of moderate income.  We further encourage the Legislature to research what is working elsewhere and bring those ideas which work to Ohio.
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Alcohol & Other Drugs/Mental Health Services
1. The state should declare the opiate epidemic a public health emergency. Ohio is second in the nation in overdose deaths and must prioritize the needs of Ohioans impacted by opioid addiction by dramatically increasing investments in prevention, treatment, recovery support, education, and interdiction efforts.
2. There should be dedicated funding for the purpose of guaranteeing the availability of a  licensed social worker at every public school in the state. 
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